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Summary: Respirometry is based on the respiration rate, one of the most important parameters for the biological activity of
activated sludge. It is expressed by the quantity of oxygen consumed per unit of time and per unit of volume (mg O2 I-1.h-1).
In toxicological applications, the respiration rate is used to measure the immediate impact on an organism (the bacteria) of a
high dose of a chemical or biological substance, i.e. in order to avoid toxic influent intake in the wastewater treatment plant.
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